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Welcome 

Today’s Agenda 

• 4th Grade ELA CCGPS Overview 

• Organizational Comparisons 

• Making Connections GPS/CCGPS 

• Addressing Changes 

• Guidelines for Instruction 

• Resources 
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4th Grade CCGPS  
(There are four strands in ELA) 

Reading      

Literary          9 standards 

Informational                 10 standards 

Foundational         2 standards 

Writing                    10 standards 

Speaking & Listening                  6 standards 

Language                              6 standards 

 

Common Core 

The Standards were derived from a set of 

anchor standards called the “College and 

Career Readiness Anchor Standards,” 

which represent what students should know 

and be able to do upon graduation. 
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How the CCRs Inform the Common Core: 

CCR READING STANDARD 1: 

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 

and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

• ELACC4RL1: Refer to details and examples in a text 

when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text.   

. 

 

An Integrated Model of Literacy 

• Processes of communication are closely connected; 

reading and writing tasks are integrated  

• Research and media skills are blended into the 

standards as a whole 

• Students will gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, 

and report on information and ideas, to conduct original 

research in order to answer questions or to solve 

problems 
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Foundational Resources 

Organizational Comparisons 
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A New Paradigm… 

“Don’t just take your old state standards out of their boxes and swap in 

the Common Core Standards. [The Common Core state standards] 

are meant as a platform for a new instructional system, not a new list 

of topics for the old instructional system. […] When we turn standards 

into long lists and we tell teachers to ‘cover’ instead of to teach, when 

we give them pacing plans and tell them to cover everything on the 

test, we are ‘covering’ and not learning.”  

- Phil Daro,  
        Strategic Education Research Partnership, Washington, D.C. 

        Common Core Author, Mathematics  

 

 

Addressing Changes Between  

GPS and CCGPS 
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ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a  

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and 

informational  

texts.  

For literary texts, the student identifies the characteristics of various genres  

and produces evidence of reading that:  

a. Relates theme in works of fiction to personal experience.  

b. Identifies and analyzes the elements of plot, character, and setting in stories  

read, written, viewed, or performed.  

c. Identifies the speaker of a poem or story.  

d. Identifies sensory details and figurative language.  

e. Identifies and shows the relevance of foreshadowing clues.  

f. Makes judgments and inferences about setting, characters, and events and  

supports them with elaborating and convincing evidence from the text.  

g. Identifies similarities and differences between the characters or events and  

theme in a literary work and the actual experiences in an author’s life.  

h. Identifies themes and lessons in folktales, tall tales, and fables.  

i. Identifies rhyme and rhythm, repetition, similes, and sensory images in poems.  

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to  

develop understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:  

a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.  

b. Identifies and uses knowledge of common textual features (e.g., paragraphs,  

topic sentences, concluding sentences, glossary).  

c. Identifies and uses knowledge of common graphic features (e.g., charts, maps,  

diagrams, illustrations).  

d. Identifies and uses knowledge of common organizational structures (e.g.,  

chronological order, cause and effect).  

e. Distinguishes cause from effect in context.  

f. Summarizes main ideas and supporting details.  

g. Makes perceptive and well-developed connections.  

h. Distinguishes fact from opinion or fiction.  

ELA4R2 The student consistently reads at least twenty-five books or book 

equivalents (approximately 1,000,000 words) each year. The materials 

should include traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and 

non-fiction) as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks, and electronic 

material. Such reading should represent a diverse collection of material 

from at least three different literary forms and from at least five different 

writers 

 

ELA4R3 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses 

it correctly in reading and writing. The student  

a. Reads a variety of texts and incorporates new words into oral and written 

language.  

b. Determines the meaning of unknown words using their context.  

c. Identifies the meaning of common root words to determine the meaning of  

unfamiliar words.  

d. Determines meanings of words and alternate word choices using a dictionary  

or thesaurus.  

e. Identifies the meaning of common prefixes (e.g., un-, re-, dis-).  

f. Identifies the meaning of common idioms and figurative phrases.  

g. Identifies playful uses of language (e.g., puns, jokes, palindromes).  

h. Recognizes and uses words with multiple meanings (e.g., sentence, school,  

hard) and determines which meaning is intended from the context of the 

sentence.  

i. Identifies and applies the meaning of the terms antonym, synonym, and 

homophone.  

ELA4R4 The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%), familiar  

material in a variety of genres, in a way that makes meaning clear to 

listeners.  

The student  

a. Uses letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and uses a range of  

cueing systems (e.g., phonics and context clues) to determine pronunciation  

and meaning.  

.  
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How Will the 4th Grade Standards be Changing? 

Transitional Guidance 
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New for Grade 4 

Leaving Grade 4 
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Exploring the Standards 

Standards-based Classrooms 

• We will all still be teachers of reading and writing 

• There is an expectation of great complexity in texts 

• Informational texts must represent 50% of reading 

• Tasks will be more integrated; never taught in isolation (while you 

will have focus standards, you will not teach a single standard or 

genre in isolation) 

• All standards will be mastered through recursive attention 

throughout all four yearly instructional units  
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New Lexile Expectations 

        

DETERMINING 

TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 
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Remember! 

• Provide explicit instruction and scaffolding as necessary 

for the skills and concepts students should acquire 

• Provide additional opportunities for students to master 

these skills and concepts through the use of  literacy 

centers  

• Provide differentiated, small group instruction as needed 

 

Sample Unit Plan:  
Making of America  

Grade 4, Informational  Focus 
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4th Grade Curriculum Map 

Addressing the Reading Standards:  

Choosing Appropriate Texts 
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Evaluating  

the Texts 

Finding Lexiles 

http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/ 
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Addressing the Writing Standards:  

Constructing Appropriate Writing Prompts 

A New Focus 

• Prompts will address HOW an author creates tone, 

mood, characterization, and other literary effects 

• Prompts will address WHY the author wishes to achieve 

these effects 

• Prompts will NOT address “WHAT” 

• ALL writing cites specific textual evidence 

 
     In this way we scaffold analysis skills and move away from simple summary 
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Planning Tools to Ensure Integration 

Daily  

Instruction 

Examples 
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Accessing 

Resources 

Resources 
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ELA Reporter 

& 

Joining our 

ListServ 
join-ela-6-8@list.doe.k12.ga.us 

YOUR QUESTIONS 
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If a child is to keep alive his 
inborn sense of wonder, he 

needs the companionship of at 
least one adult who can share it, 

rediscovering with him the joy, 
excitement, and mystery of the 

world we live in. 

Rachel Carson (1907-1964)  American Writer, 

Environmentalist 

Thank you for participating in this CCGPS Professional Learning Session.   

We value your feedback.  Please go to the following website, take the  

anonymous feedback survey, and complete the participation log to  

receive a certificate of participation: 

http://survey.sedl.org/efm/wsb.dll/s/1g10a 
If you have questions, feel free to contact any of the English language arts staff members at the following email 

addresses: 

Kim Jeffcoat, Georgia ELA Program Coordinator    
kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us      
 
Sallie Mills, ELA Elementary Program Specialist      
smills@doe.k12.ga.us 
 
Andria Bunner, ELA Elementary Program Specialist  
abunner@doe.k12.ga.us 

mailto:kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:smills@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:abunner@doe.k12.ga.us
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